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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 9-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Astrom (US. 
6108559). 

As per claims 9 and 13, Astrom teaches a telecommunications services apparatus for 

use in a mobile telecommunications network (see Astrom e.g. 22, 24 and 26 of fig 2) the 

apparatus comprising: means for processing received text messages and call routing means 
operable ( see Astrom e.g. 24 of fig 2, column 4 lines [36-38] The service center address 
received from the mobile unit is translated into routing information and the message is forwarded 
to the IWMSC/GMSC); to receive a routing information request signal (see Astrom e.g. 5 of fig 
3)indicative of a text message intended for a mobile terminal (see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines 
[43-45] the SC-B signals the HLR to receive routing information, i.e. the address of the visited 
MSC associated with the recipient's mobile station); to return a routing information response 
signal ( see Astrom e.g. 6 of fig 3) indicative of the telecommunications services apparatus 
instead of being indicative of the intended mobile terminal (see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines [52- 
54] the HLR returns routing information indicating the visited MSC (VMSC) which services the 
area where the recipient's mobile is currently located to SC-B) and to control availability ( see 
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Astrom e.g. 6 of fig 7) of processing of the text message based on subscriber specific information 
(see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines [52-44] This delivery may include the address of the originator's 
service center, i.e., SC-A, so that the VMSC can provide an appropriate delivery 
acknowledgement signal back to the SMS-GMSC, i.e., indicating the outcome of the delivery 
attempt, which in turn can be forwarded to the service center of the message originator (SC-A). 
Thus, should the SMS message fail to be delivered, e.g., if the recipient's mobile unit is powered 
off, SC-A will re-try delivery at an appropriate time); wherein the network includes a home 
location register storing said subscriber specific information so as to control the availability of 
text message processing ( see Astrom e.g. column 3 lines [23-27] Routing the message through 
an originator's service center has, for example, an advantage that the originator of the message 
can design his or her personal message service, e.g. distribution lists, storing copies of messages 
before they are sent). 

As per claims 10 , and 14, Astrom teaches the home location register includes a settable 
flag for controlling the availability of the text message processing ( see Astrom e.g. column 5 
lines [25-28] the HLR has the recipient marked as a subscriber to enhanced messaging services, 
e.g., by setting an enhanced messaging services indicator (EMSI) flag for this recipient). 

As per claims 11, 12 ,15 and 16 Astrom teaches the text message processing includes 
copying and/or diversion of the text message, interception of the text message, providing 
location privacy, anti-spam protection, access to diverted messages, and/or access to messages 
fi-om other messaging systems ( see Astrom e.g. column 3 lines [48-55] Preferences set by 
MTSM recipients may include media conversion, scheduled delivery of SMS messages, copying 
and distribution of received SMS messages and storage of SMS messages. Moreover, users could 
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restrict the types of SMS messages which they actually want delivered, e.g. to screen out 
annoying advertisements). 

As per claims 17 Astrom teaches, A computer program product having a computer 
readable medium having recorded thereon a computer program having computer executable 
instructions ( see Astrom fig 3 inherently the steps are processed with a computer program that is 
stored) the steps are processed using computer program),which when loaded on to a computer is 
operable to cause the computer to perform a telecommunications services method for a mobile 

telecommunications network (see Astrom e.g. 22, 24 and 26 of fig 2) the method comprising: 

receiving in a telecommunications services apparatus a routing information request signal 
indicative of a text message intended for a mobile terminal (see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines [43- 
45] the SC-B signals the HLR to receive routing information, i.e., the address of the visited MSC 
associated with the recipient's mobile station); returning a routing information response signal 
indicative of the telecommunications services apparatus instead of being indicative of the 
intended mobile terminal (see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines [52-54] the HLR returns routing 
information indicating the visited MSC (VMSC) which services the area where the recipient's 
mobile is currently located to SC-B); and controlling availability of processing of the text 
message based on subscriber specific information (see Astrom e.g. column 5 lines [52-44] This 
delivery may include the address of the originator's service center, i.e. SC-A, so that the VMSC 
can provide an appropriate delivery acknowledgement signal back to the SMS-GMSC, i.e., 
indicating the outcome of the delivery attempt, which in turn can be forwarded to the service 
center of the message originator (SC-A). Thus, should the SMS message fail to be delivered, 
e.g., if the recipient's mobile unit is powered off, SC-A will re-try delivery at an appropriate 
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time); wherein the network includes a home location register storing said subscriber specific 
information so as to control the availability of text message processing ( see Astrom e.g. column 
3 lines [23-27] Routing the message through an originator's service center has, for example, an 
advantage that the originator of the message can design his or her personal message service, e.g., 
distribution lists, storing copies of messages before they are sent). 



Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant' 
disclosure. 



A) . Hiltunen (U.S. 6754484) Short messaging using information beacons. 

B) . Allison (U.S. 6819932) Methods and systems for preventing delivery of unwanted 

short message service (SMS) messages. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EZANA GET ACHE W whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7271 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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